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Martha Merritt’s 

FOOD OF THE MONTH: 

Canned goods, rice, pasta and 
canned meats 

******** 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

9:30 Christian Education 

For Adult and Youth 

10:30 Holy Communion  

And Sunday School for Ages 3-11 

* * * * * * * * 

 

 

2017 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

Since our last newsletter came out we have completed the final weeks of our Lenten activities.  
The Sunday morning prayer and Bible study sessions and the Wednesday evening sessions have 
given us much food for thought.   

In the third week we looked at Christ and Grace’s Leadership dynamics.  Overall, the style    
and effectiveness of the parish’s leaders -- clergy and lay, paid and volunteer -- were judged as 
highly effective.  Several concerns were raised about 20% of the parishioners doing 80% of the 
work, and how time constraints cut into the availability of both leaders and of volunteers. 

In the fourth week the topic was our Connections to the larger community around the parish.  
Many felt that our efforts need to be more focused in order to have more of an impact.  It was 
recognized that we need to be the ones to initiate invitations to both outside individuals and to 
groups.  Our being a “destination church,” where many parishioners do not live nearby and may 
not feel a strong connection to those who live near the church, was noticed as a possible hurdle 
to overcome. 

In the fifth week we dreamed about The Future of the parish.  In five years it is hoped that the 
parish will have classrooms full of children, more mission work outside of the church, a full 
church for worship, a wider variety of music, programs to attract the unchurched or the         
disconnected, health and wellness programs, vibrant adult education, be a vital part of the     
resurrection of Petersburg, and be a more diverse parish.  Several dreams seemed to depend  
upon the skills of the new Rector, or upon hiring additional staff to help parishioners accomplish 
such goals. 

Now is the time for the whole parish, and especially the Search Committee and the Vestry, to 
assess this information.  We will continue to talk, to think, and to pray about what we can do 
during this interim time to work towards some of our most important hopes and dreams. 

Yours in Christ,     

 

8:00 and 10:30 a.m. Services will be led by our Youth. 

ECW NEWS 

We have been a busy ECW in the beginning of 2017.  We started our year serving  Lenten 
Luncheons and again, they were very successful this year.  We want to thank all of those who 
have helped to prepare the tasty casseroles, soups, salads, and desserts.  They were all deli-
cious!   The ladies in charge of planning the five meals were Polly Williams, Catherine Taylor, 
10 O’clock Circle, Gerry Higgins, Maureen McClure, Valerie Jeter, Kitty Gwaltney, the 
Night Circle, and Elizabeth Johnson.  So many of the ladies in the par ish prepared the 
delicious food and we are grateful to all for your help!                                                                                                                         

The Ladies Tea on April 29 was a lot of fun and enjoyed by those attending.  There were many 
door prizes and items in the Helper Room (which is similar to a silent auction) awarded.   
Melissa Adams was the entertainment with her program of Show Tunes.  As usual, Melissa’s 
personality and her music truly helped to make this tea very special.  Such creativity and     
imagination displayed by the hostesses for each of the tables was a lovely sight as they        
represented many countries in “Around the World in a Tea Cup”.  Food treats were served by 
several of our men from the parish throughout the tea. A special thanks goes to Ann Riggs who 
was the chairman of the event.                                      

In addition, the Anne Rusmisell Book Sale was a real success this year.  Many thanks are due to 
Doug and Doris Rodeck and Cindy Hardy who categor ized the books and set them up for  
purchasing.  Thanks to all who purchased the books from our sale.  The profit goes to the        
Diocesan Church Periodical Club.                                                                         

Regardless of the events with which you helped, please know that we appreciate what you did 

to make the beginning of the year so successful.  
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS        
AVAILABLE                                                                        
Scholarship opportunities are available      
for members of the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia who are seeking an under-graduate 
education. The Ridley Foundation provides 
grants from the farm revenue on an estate 

left to the Diocese by Miss Roberta May Ridley of      
Southampton, Virginia.  The Elise Holladay Scholarship 
Fund was established by the Episcopal Church Women as   
a memorial to Elise Holladay.  Also the C. Charles Vaché 
Scholarship Fund provides funds to assist low-income and 
minority college students.  First-year and returning college 
students are welcome to apply.  Awards range from$100-
$5000.  For more information, go to the diocesan website   
at www.diosova.org and find these scholarships under   
Scholarships and Grants on the home page ministries. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 

Watch Your Inboxes for Survey! 

Your Christ & Grace Search Committee is very interested 
in hearing your thoughts about a new rector.  In early May  
a survey will be emailed to you and I hope that you will 
take some time to provide your input, which will be very 
important as we compile the Parish Profile. 
 

If you would prefer to have a hard copy of the survey     
rather than an email copy, please contact me at 731-1672,  
or contact the church office at 733-7202.  We will be  happy   
to accommodate you. 
 

I would ask that you continue to keep the Search Committee 
in your prayers. 
 
Martha Burton 
Co-Chair 

ADULT EDUCATION (9:30 AM) 

May 7 –   Episcopal Customs A-Z 

May 14 – Episcopal Customs A-Z 

May 22 – Episcopal  Customs A-Z 

May 28 – No Sunday School (Memorial Day weekend) 

 

EYC UPCOMING DATES 

APRIL 30-  Join Marigene Little in the youth room to learn more   
about the culture and customs of the Middle East, in particular      
Saudi Arabia.  Marigene's husband Tom Little served in the military 
and has worked in the region over the years, so don't miss this chance 
to learn more about the part of the world where Biblical events took 
place 

MAY 7 - 9:30 am  Preparing for Youth  Sunday Worship Services 

MAY 14 - Mothers’ Day - Youth Sunday 8 & 10:30 Services 

May 21 - Ladies’ Home and Martha Merritt visitations                 

SAVE THE DATE - Final EYC event of the school year.  Sonyia 
will be leading the group in outreach activities on the 21st, to be   
followed by our annual SENIOR CELEBRATION. Come send our 
Seniors off in style! 

OUTREACH GARDEN 
Ken and Debbie Newman will be 
planting our outreach garden this month.  
We are still in need of volunteers to take 
turns watering, weeding and  harvesting.  
Also deliveries of vegetables need to be 
made to the HOPE Center on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings for distribution. 

CLAIRE’S CORNER 

I have heard both said, “God is in the details”, and “The devil is in the 
details.”  I must say I can agree with both statements.  On any           

memorable day, it is usually because of a particular detail that has made 
it so.  Recently, I attended a bridal shower for my nephew and his fiancé.   

It took place in a beautiful home with lovely people, great food, in a 
lovely garden view setting.  But in addition to that, little touches were 

added with photos of the bride and groom on the mantelpiece and a   
simple bridal bow hanging on the front door with  a nametags of the 
bride and groom.  These specific details for me added a special touch to 

make sure our focus was specifically about the bride and groom.   

Our Ladies’ Tea is another example of where details are quite evident.  
So much thought goes into the planning of each table, the making and 

serving of tea sandwiches, sweets and savories along with all the gift 
baskets and door prize planters.  Our gentlemen   servers are dressed in 

there white aprons and wearing big smiles,  facilitating an enjoyable day 
for all the ladies who attend.  Details  call us to “attention in life” but 

also can cause “a tension in life.”  For me, there’s the difference about 
whether it is God or the devil is in the details.    

We are all called to extend ourselves as God’s details in life and work 

each day finding that balance where we encourage and build up one   
another to make life a memorable moment for all. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST, MAY 20 
The men of the church will meet at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 20, for  
breakfast in Lackey Hall. All men of the church are invited. 

                                                         PROJECTED  SEARCH  PROCESS TIMELINE   

Late Summer/Fall 2016 —Winter ——————Spring 2017————-Summer 2017———-Fall 2017  —-—— Winter 2018 

Diocesan  
Consultation 

Celebration     
David 
Teschner 

Interim           
Rector  Bill 
Queen, Jr. 

Search           
Committee 
formed 

Church    
Profile    
Written 

Active Search Candidate                    
recommenda-
tions 

Call New  
Rector 

Self -Assessment 

We  
are 

here 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
1 
 

7 pm Tri-

Cities Band 

Rehearsal 

2 

5:30 pm    

Bible Study 

7 pm  

Handbells  

3 

5:00 pm 

Search  

Comm Mtg.  

6 pm Potluck 

4 7:30 am 

Bible Study 
7 pm Choir      

7 pm AA 

Meeting 

5 6 

7 8 am HE 

9:30 S.S.               

10:30 HE     

3 pm Tri-

Cities Band 

Concert 

8 9 

5:30 pm    

Bible Study          

7pm      

Handbells 

Rehearsal 

10 

3 pm Garden 

Club Mtg. 

11 7:30 am 

Bible Study 

7 pm Choir    

7pm AA 

Meeting  

12 13 

14         
8 am HE II   

9:30 S.S.     

10:30 MP/

HE - Youth 

Service 

15 

6:30 pm   

Vestry Mtg. 

16      
4:30 pm Lay 

Shepherds 

5:30 Bible 

Study           

7 Handbells 

17 

5 pm Search 

Committee 

Meeting 

18 7:30 am 

Bible Study 

7 pm Choir  

  7 pm AA 

Meeting  

19 20          
8 am Men’s 

Breakfast  

21         
8 am HE II 

9:30 S.S.     

10:30 HE     

5:30 pm 

Celtic Svc.  

22 

 

23 

5:30 pm    

Bible Study 

 

24  25 7:30 am 

Bible Study    

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

Meeting  

26 27 

28         
8 am HE II 

9:30 S.S.      

10:30 MP/

HE 

29 30      
5:30 pm    

Bible Study   

 

31    
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Christ and Grace Church 

1545 South Sycamore St. 

Petersburg, VA  23805 

Address  Services  Requested 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Staff 

The Rev. Bill Queen, Interim Rector        

Claire Brill, Lay Assistant 

Thomas Guthrie, Music Director 

Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary 

Marwee Walsh - Kitchen Coordinator 

Contact  the Church 

Phone: 804-733-7202 

Fax: 804-861-1521 

www.christandgrace.org 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday, 9 - 1:00 p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

The Church News is published             
Sept. - June.   

Deadline is the 15th. 
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CELTIC EVENSONG & COMMUNION                                                                                 

Our next Celtic Evensong and Communion service will 
be on Sunday, May 21.  Pianist Melissa Adams will be 
the featured musician.  We hope you will join us and 
bring your friends. Pre-service music begins at 5:15 p.m. 

 

                                                                       
The June newsletter will include information 
about graduates.  If you would like to have  
your graduate listed, please send information 
including student’s name, high school, college, 
degree received, college they will attend, etc. 
to: churchoffice@christandgrace.org.            

The deadline is  May 15!!   

 BABY BOTTLE BLESSING                                                                                                         
The Pregnancy Support Center of the Tri-Cities, 
Inc. is sponsoring their annual Baby Bottle    
Blessing, beginning on Mothers’ Day, Sunday, 
May 14, through Fathers’ Day, Sunday,      
June 18.  Bottles for  your  use dur ing this time 
are available in a basket in the hallway.  Your  
contributions really add up to support this       
ministry. 

Chanco is gearing up 

for its busiest summer 

season with paddle 

boarding, rock wall 

climbing, zip lining, 

arts and crafts, silly 

skits, songs & games along with a Chaplain   

program within a fantastic Christian community 

for ages 8-16.  You won't want to miss this   

summer! Go to our website www.chanco.org     

for a 2017 summer camp promo video to see    

all the fun happening at Chanco. Still not       

convinced? Visit us at our open house May 7 

from 1 to 5 p.m. and see for yourself.          

Questions? Contact us at director@chanco.org or 

888-7CHANCO (888-724-2626). Hope to see 

you soon! 

https://youtu.be/dJB2jVcsD-M
http://www.chanco.org/
mailto:director@chanco.org

